Hematometra after radiotherapy for cervical carcinoma.
The development of a hematometra after radiotherapy for cervical carcinoma is often related to recurrent disease. We present two cases in which a hematometra developed during the use of estrogen replacement therapy. This development was related to regained endometrial activity in combination with fibrosis and obliteration of the upper vagina and/or cervix. In one patient a dilatation and curettage could be performed; in the other a hysterectomy was necessary in order to exclude recurrent disease. These two cases show once more that endometrium can regain its proliferative activity after radiotherapy for cervical cancer. Estrogen replacement therapy in these patients should include the use of a progestagen agent in order to avoid continuous unopposed endometrial stimulation. In the absence of progesterone withdrawal bleeding the uterine cavity should be routinely examined for the development of a hematometra.